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STEP-G supports voluntary firefighters in Hettstedt 

ST Extruded Products Group (STEP-G) has donated new shirts to the voluntary fire service in Hettstedt. 

The donation represents an important boost for the fire service’s members and its youth work in Hettstedt 

and also supports community safety in Hettstedt. 

 

Safety, including occupational safety, has always been a top priority at STEP-G. The company consistently strives 

to raise its employees’ awareness so that they actively practice safety both at home and at work. STEP-G instructs 

its own first-aid and firefighting assistants who are trained to respond rapidly in emergencies. There are also 

employees at the STEP-G locations who are members of voluntary fire services or the company’s own firefighting 

units. 

 

In summer 2021, everybody at the Hettstedt location learned more than ever to appreciate the importance of 

safety awareness and employees trained by the voluntary fire service. Thanks to their help, a fire in the dust 

extraction system of the foundry was quickly contained and further fire damage prevented. “I’m so glad we have 

employees who train in first aid and fire protection or are members of the local voluntary fire service”, says Markus 

Backmann, the Plant Manager of Bitterfeld and Hettstedt. He adds: “It’s only through close cooperation with 

community organisations and associations that we as a company can reliably protect ourselves and take rapid 

action in emergencies. In Germany, preventive fire protection is mainly provided by voluntary groups. It’s great 

that some of our employees are part of this community organisation and contribute to safety. Because no fire 

service would mean no safety.” 

 

At the turn of the year, Markus Backmann and Vivian Ritter, the officer responsible for safety, health and 

sustainability, handed over new polo shirts to the Verein zur Förderung des Feuerwehrwesens der Stadt Hettstedt 

e. V. (the local firefighting support association) in the name of the STEP-G Group. Marian Franz, the Head of the 

Hettstedt voluntary fire service, received the new polo shirts on behalf of his colleagues and himself with sincere 

thanks and praise for the company. “Our job is to provide fast help and preventive fire protection. We’re especially 

dedicated to training young people in these skills, while giving them a sense of community as well as safety in 

their daily lives. That’s why we’re so happy about this donation and what it symbolises. It shows that our work is 

valued and that safety is taken seriously both in private life and also in companies”, said Franz. 

 



 
  
  
 

 

The Hettstedt voluntary fire service successfully organises a range of information events and taster days to attract 

new members and integrate them into the team. The association trains adults and youngsters as firefighters and 

is also involved in other youth work. The importance of a well-trained team for community safety is evident from 

the frequent deployments of the Hettstedt voluntary fire service. In the first quarter of 2023, they were called out 

54 times. With their in-depth know-how and routine, the voluntary firefighters were able to save many people from 

injury.  

 

Strong regional employer since 1938 

The Hettstedt location has decades of experience in manufacturing. In 2015 the smelting plant was partly 

modernised and in 2020 a further processing and logistics distribution centre for the company’s own-brand BUG 

Aluminium-Systeme was opened. The facility produces aluminium special alloys in billets for extruded profiles. 

The billets are used in the company’s other production locations to produce customer-specific aluminium profiles 

or for further processing. The profiles are used for example in the automotive, rail vehicle and construction 

industries. Billets from the STEP-G foundry in Hettstedt were also used to make extruded BUG windowsills which 

were then installed in the fire station of the Hettstedt voluntary fire service.  

 

STEP-G is an attractive employer in the Mansfeld region. With its own foundry and the BUG further processing 

and logistics centre, the company offers a wide range of opportunities for career-starters and professionals looking 

to develop their skills. The extensive employee benefits focus on social, health-related and workplace-related 

improvements alongside financial security. STEP-G also emphasises its intensive training and support processes 

for employee development. 

 

 

The handover of the shirts by Markus Backmann and Vivian Ritter was a special moment for the Hettstedt 

voluntary firefighters. // © STEP-G  



 
  
  
 

 

The company at a glance 
 
ST Extruded Products Group, or STEP-G, is one of the world’s leading producers of extruded aluminium 

profiles. With production sites in Germany, Belgium and China, STEP-G is a multinational company. The three 

German press plants in Bitterfeld, Bonn and Vogt are highly specialised and offer a comprehensive range of 

extruded profiles and bars. The automotive industry and its direct suppliers rely on the company’s innovative 

quality. Other customers are in the aerospace, rail, and mechanical and electrical engineering industries as well 

as the construction sector. Completing the portfolio are various forms of processing through to component 

manufacturing. The foundry in Hettstedt with a comprehensive range of standard and special alloys provides 

reliable technology and consistent availability from one source. 

 

From the company’s foundation to the present day 

In 1915, the first German factory was opened in Bitterfeld. It was followed in 1921 by the German plant in Bonn, 

in 1946 by the plant in Duffel, Belgium, and in 1952 by another German plant in Vogt. In 2000, the Chinese plant 

in Tianjin was commissioned. In 2006, Aleris International Inc. acquired the plants of Corus Aluminium. On 1 

March 2015, the Aleris aluminium extrusion operations transferred to the Japanese company Sankyo Tateyama, 

Inc., a manufacturer of extruded and cast products. In 2019, the foundry in Hettstedt was incorporated into the 

STEP-G group. 

 

More information is available at www.step-g.com and www.bug.de. 

http://www.step-g.com/

